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Trees Storyline 
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Concept III: Trees are a 
resource for living things and 
should be conserved. 
 

Concept IV: Trees change 
through the seasons, and as the 
weather changes day-to-day. 
 

Concept V: Some trees 
lose their leaves in winter, 
while others do not.  
 

Concept VI: Growth 
rings show how much a 
tree has grown in one year.  
 

Big Idea:  There are many different types of plants and animals on Earth. 
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Investigation 1: 
Part 1 Looking at 
Schoolyard Trees 
Go on a walk 
around the 
schoolyard, 
discuss how trees 
are useful to 
people and wild 
animals. 

Investigation 3: 
Part 5 Winter 
Twigs 
Observe the inside 
of tree twigs, 
observing growth 
rings, buds, and 
leaf scars. 

Investigation 3: 
Part 4 Winter 
Evergreen Hunt 
Hunt for 
evergreen trees 
that match the 
needles sampled 
from schoolyard 
trees. 
 

Investigation 3: Part 
2 Food From Trees 
Search for, observe, 
and compare seeds 
found in the fruits 
and nuts that come 
from trees.  Use the 
five senses to 
examine fruits. 

Investigation 3: 
Part 1 What 
Comes from A 
Fall Tree 
Observe what falls 
from trees.  Make 
a chart of what is 
collected during 
schoolyard trip. 

Investigation 2: 
Part 3 
Comparing 
Leaves 
Go outside for a 
leaf hunt.  Using 
a reference leaf, 
look for leaves 
that differ in 
size and shape. 

Investigation 
2: Part 1 Leaf 
Walk 
Observe leaves 
on trees, noting 
similarities and 
differences on 
a schoolyard 
walk.  Gather 
leaves to press. 

Investigation 
1: Parts 2 A 
Tree Comes 
to Class 
Introduce 
living tree 
into the 
classroom.  
Learn that a 
tree is alive.   

Concept II: leaves have properties that can be 
compared. 
 

Concept I: Trees are growing, living 
organisms.  They are identifiable by their 
shapes. 

Investigation 2: 
Parts 4 and 5  
Match leaf 
silhouettes and 
outlines.  Play 
games to 
enhance what 
has been 
learned about 
leaves.   

Investigation 
1: Part 3:  Tree 
Puzzles 
Work at 
centers using 
pictures to 
develop 
understanding 
of tress and 
their shapes. 
 

Investigation 3: 
Part 3  Visiting 
Adopted Trees in 
Fall 
Visit adopted 
schoolyard trees.  
Observe their 
twigs, leaves, and 
seeds. 

Investigation 2: 
Part 2 Leaf 
Shapes 
Students look 
closely at the 
shape of leaves 
and match 
leaves to 
geometric 
shapes.   

Investigation 
1: Part 4:  Tree 
Silhouette 
Cards 
Match sets of 
tree-silhouette 
cards to 
develop 
observational 
skills. 

Investigation 
2: Part 6 Leaf 
Books 
Make leaf 
book to add to 
the science 
notebook.  


