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 Baylands – Structures of Life 
Palo Alto Unified School District - FOSS 

Concept III: Baylands plants and 
animals are interdependent.  They are 
part of a food web. 
 
 

Big Idea:  The Baylands includes a variety of habitats – homes for living things which 
provide the resources they need to survive – air, water, food, shelter and space. 

 
 
 
 
 

         
  

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Habitat Map: 
Create a visual 
bulletin board 
display of the 
different 
habitats found 
around the 
bay. 

Culminating Activities 
Student Reflection Activity 
 
Mall Vs. Marsh Debate 
 
Letter writing to 
representatives 
 
Baylands Bandanas 
 
Volunteering to clean up bay 
 
 

Student Action Plan: 
1.  How does the loss of wetlands from the 
Ohlone Days to now create a problem for 
the Baylands habitats and for us? 
 
2.  How do people create balance between 
environmental needs and human needs? 
 
Students complete a project that contributes 
to our Baylands environment. 
 

Habitats 
Habitat Hunt 
 

A Habitat is a 
Home 
 

Habitat Survey 
 

Individual 
Habitat Maps 
 
 
 

Plants of 
Baylands 
Salt Marsh 
Plants 
 
Salt Tolerance of 
Plants 
 
 

Role of wetlands in 
habitat 
Wetlands are 
Filters!  
 

Watershed Model 
 

Wetland Sponges 
 

Wetlands 
Importance in the 
Watershed 
 

What is an 
Estuary?:  Learn 
the rivers and 
habitats that 
surround the bay 
and why it is 
called an 
estuary. 
 

Colored Solutions 

Concept II: A Habitat is a home for living 
things that provides the resources they need to 
survive – air water, food, shelter and space. 

Concept I: An estuary provides a unique 
collection of aquatic habitats. 

Concept IV: Humans can alter a habitat’s 
balance. 
 
 Animals adapt 

Beaks and 
Feeding 
 

Watercolor 
Birds 
 

Meet the 
Crayfish (FOSS) 
 

Meet the Land 
Snail (FOSS) 
 

San Francisco 
Bay Area in 
3D:  Learn 
topography of 
the San 
Francisco bay 
creating a 
personal map. 

Food Chains & Webs 
Web of Life 
 
Mudflat Food Pyramid 
 
Mud Creature Field 
Trip Investigation 
 

Humans 
Impact the 
Baylands 
 
Oil Spill 
 
 
 


